The: physiological properties of extracts of the posterior lobe of the pituitary body are well known. Briefly, they cause marked vaso-constriction and raise the blood pressure; they stimulate uterine contractions and are also diuretics.
As opposed to this last observation, they markedly reduce the secretion of urine in the disease called diabetes insipidus. But (Fig. 3 a and b) .
Intravenous injection into a pithed cat of 0.5 cc. of oxytocin causes about the same rise of blood pressure as 0.025 c.cm. of pituitrin; showing that oxytocin has about 5 per cent, pressor activity as compared with pituitrin ( Fig. 3 c and d) . 
